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This study adopts a historical-analytical approach to
reexamine the roots and dimensions of misogyny in
Aristotle's thought. It seeks to determine whether these
discriminatory views stem purely from philosophical rational
inquiry or are deeply rooted in the cultural and mythological
structures of ancient Greece. In pursuing this inquiry, the
author analyzes Aristotle's philosophical system across the
domains of metaphysics, biology, politics, and ethics,
drawing a close connection between his misogynistic
doctrines and Greek mythology. Moreover, it argues that
Aristotle’s misogyny is not merely the product of reason and
philosophizing, but to a large extent reflects the cultural
residues and mythological beliefs of his era.

In the first section, the metaphysical foundations of
Aristotle’s thought are examined. The concept of
hylomorphism, or the composition of matter and form,
constitutes the cornerstone of his philosophical system and
apparently plays a key role in his gender-based value system.
In his interpretation of reproduction and human nature,
Aristotle associates matter with femininity and form with
masculinity: the man is portrayed as active, productive,
formative, and rational, while the woman is seen as passive,
receptive, and deprived of form. In this analysis, the woman
is considered a kind of “defective male,” positioned
biologically and ontologically at a lower rank than the man.
The author’s analysis reveals that this philosophical-
gendered dichotomy is not neutral but rather influenced by a



cultural-mythological belief that regards the man as the source of actuality and creativity,
and the woman merely as a vessel for receiving it.

The next section analyzes Aristotle’s biological views. His perspective on reproduction cast
a shadow over Western scientific thought for more than two thousand years and even
influenced ecclesiastical teachings. According to this view, the man is the source of the
form and soul of the child, while the woman merely provides the formless matter. The
male’s sperm is considered to carry the power of actuality and rationality; whereas the
woman’s menstrual blood is seen as passive matter in the process of creation. Due to a lack
of sufficient bodily heat, the woman is incapable of producing form, and thus a female
offspring is considered the result of a natural failure in the process of generation. The
author’s historical analysis indicates that these misogynistic notions align with myths such
as the legend of Pandora, in which woman is portrayed as the cause of evil entering the
human world.

In the political domain, Aristotle speaks of a natural hierarchy in which the man, being
more rational, holds the right to govern, while the woman, the child, and the slave—due to
their deficiency in practical reason—must be under his authority. According to Aristotle,
women lack the capacity for rational decision-making and, as a result, cannot participate in
the public sphere or governance. He likens the relationship between husband and wife to
that of master and slave. The author demonstrates that this hierarchical structure is not
only embedded in Aristotle’s political theory but also reflected in his ethical analysis.

In the field of ethics, Aristotle defines virtue as the ability to perform the specific function
of any creatures. Since the particular function of the human being, in his view, is practical
reasoning, human virtue is dependent on deliberation and rational decision-making.
However, women, due to their inability to fully engage in practical reasoning, are
considered incapable of attaining complete moral virtue. Moreover, Aristotle explicitly
describes women weaker than men and more yielding than men in terms of self-control,
attributing this weakness to a biological trait. Consequently, moral virtues in women are
understood only in a limited sense and confined to subordinate roles within the
household—not as citizens or rulers. Thus, Aristotle’s ethical system also results in a
philosophical justification of the gender hierarchy of his time.

In the next step, the author examines the role of mythology in ancient Greek culture,
demonstrating that myths played a fundamental role in shaping the worldview of the
Greeks, as well as their educational and social doctrines. Myths such as Hesiod’s
Theogony, and Homer’s Iliad and Odyssey, nourished the collective culture of the Greek
people. These myths portrayed male gods as active, creative, and sovereign, while female
goddesses were depicted as passive, deceptive, and sources of evil. Particularly, the story of
Aphrodite and Ares, which Aristotle directly references in his works, symbolizes female
infidelity and lustfulness and has been employed to degrade the feminine gender.

In analyzing Aristotle’s relationship with myth, the present study shows that although
Aristotle sometimes appears to critique myths from a rational standpoint, he frequently
draws upon them, affirms them, or frames his philosophical concepts within a mythological
structure. His endorsement of the myth of Aphrodite and Ares, as well as his acceptance of
the supremacy of male gods in explaining metaphysical realities, are among the pieces of
evidence demonstrating this influence. Some scholars, including Mieheau, have shown that
Aristotle believed in the historical and factual truth of certain myths.
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In the final section, the author explains that misogyny in Aristotle’s thought is not merely
an epistemological or logical phenomenon, but rather a cultural and mythological one that
has been philosophically covered. The profound similarities between Aristotle’s teachings
and mythological themes found in written sources and his implicit references indicate that
many of Aristotle’s seemingly philosophical claims were, in fact, rational justifications for
the unequal social and cultural structures of his time. From this perspective, Aristotle’s
philosophy concerning women, though seemingly logical, is at its core less the product of
pure and impartial reasoning than a cultural construct interwoven with myth within the
very fabric of his philosophy.

The author concludes by emphasizing that this study represents a preliminary step toward
identifying the relationship between myth and philosophy in Aristotle’s thought. It is
hoped that the hypothesis of the influence of his philosophical thinking by mythological
narratives will be further substantiated through future research. Moreover, this research
approach can serve as a model for analyzing other areas of philosophy in relation to their
cultural and mythological backgrounds.
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2. Deformity (&onep dvamnpiav).
3. Nielsen.

4. Mutilated Male.

S. Gilbert.
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1. Spelman.
2. Without Authority (dxvpov).
3. Practical deliberation.
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1. Karbowski.
2. Okin.

3. Kurios.

4. Guardian.
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1. the Function (Ergon) Argument.
2. Eudaimonia.

3. Flourishing.

4. Happiness.

5. Practical Reasoning.

6. Russell.

7. the Rational Choice (Prohairesis).
8. Broadie.
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1. Assistants { Hupéretai).
2. Incontinent.

3. Continent.

4. Soft (Malakia).
S.Resistant.

6. Leunissen.
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1. Bradshaw.
2. (Harding & Hintikka.

3. Muthos (Myth).

4. Partenie.
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1. Bascom.
2.Theogony

3. Hesiod.

4. Sandywell.

S. Mills.

6. Martin.

7. Caldwell.

8. the Font of Wisdom.

9. Griswold.
10. Plato.
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1. Tilk.

2. Works and Days.
3. Zhang.

4. Herodotus.

5. Cui.

6. Halliwell.
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1. Annas.
2. Brandwood.
3. Tigner.
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1. Pygmies.
2. Home.

3. Ares.

4. Aphrodite.
5. Lloyd.
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1. Aphrodite.
2. Ares.
3. Hephaestus.
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1. Helios.

2. Allegorical.
3. Pépin.

4. Brisson.
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3. Homeric Problems.
4. Unmoved Mover.
S. the Prime Mover.
6. the First Principle.
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4. Cronus.
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3. the Polis.
4. Stauffer.
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