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Article Info Extended Abstract

Generation Z is a creative, independent, disruptive and self-
aware generation that seeks to achieve high social and
economic positions with minimal effort and cost. This
generation is under pressure from two sides: on the one
hand, pressure from society to preserve and transmit values
and traditions, and on the other hand, pressure from the
media to break away from traditions and adapt to the
requirements of modern technologies and choose a new
type of ethics and values in line with the ideals of the modern
world, which is known as "ideal values" in their virtual
ecosystem. Acceptance of norms, traditions and official
values by power structures is not something that convinces
Generation Z and calls them to follow. This can be both
hopeful and alarming. It is hopeful in that this generation is
indifferent to what is dictated to them as culture in the
modern world and the capitalist system, and seeks to break
structures and create new contexts. It is also dangerous in
that digital life and new media create values and norms for

Early generation, them, and religion and traditions do not play a meaningful
Ethics, role in their lives. Therefore, examining the moral
Ethical subject, subjectivity of this generation, who are considered users of
Generation z, dicital 1d and live in thi 1l be effective i
Identity, the digital world and live in this space, will be effective in
Rethinking, understanding and making the final judgment and designing
Subject. a moral model for them. In order to properly confront



Generation Z, it is necessary to enter their world, reach a deeper understanding of
them, and design educational indicators appropriate to them. Until a correct and
deep understanding of this generation is not achieved, it will be fruitless to
prescribe for them. With the assumption that in the path of education, there can be
fixed educational principles and different educational models; Therefore, different
moral education models can be used compared to the moral education models of
previous generations. The moral subject of generation z means the understanding
and awareness of this generation regarding itself as a subject regarding moral issues
and in the field of practice. In other words, morality is considered in the system of
awareness of the actor. The criterion here is the understanding, awareness and
tendencies of the actor. Therefore, the moral subject of generation z is studied with
an emphasis on the concept of self-awareness of the subject, self-presentation and
rethinking of the subject.

This research aims to understand the moral propositions of generation z in the first step,
and deals with the moral cognitions of generation z with an exploratory and inductive
approach so that in the next steps it can be achieved to design an efficient program for their
future. For this purpose, a semi-structured in-depth interview was conducted with 23
members of the early generation z using a phenomenological approach and content
analysis method, using a purposeful sampling method.

The research findings depict the moral subjects of Generation Z in the form of four main

» o«

categories: “reflective ethics”, “identity confusion”, “perception of one’s generation as a
revolutionary subject in ethics”, “preference for family”.

Generation Z has diverse and sometimes contradictory areas in their lives. Since they are
digital users and virtual life overshadows their real life, they develop new values and ideals
to achieve a better quality of life than their previous generation. Generation Z is a
generation that looks at everything in a reflective way; they even have a reflective view of
their own ethics and identity and can redefine themselves based on a new perspective and
organize their actions differently. Rethinking identity means criticizing the individual’s
consciousness. That is, putting beliefs under the microscope. In order to conform to the
accepted patterns in the media and peer group, Generation Z criticizes the morals of their
parents' generation and tries to rethink and reconstruct the thoughts and morals of their
parents' generation.
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