T

Mansgavent Cenler ofthe [RI Woascn's Sesinaries

Women and Family Research Institute

quarterly Journal Of
Gender And Family Studies

Conceptualization of Moral Resistance by Thinkers in the Field of Family

Encountering Emerging Threats: A Phenomenological Approach

Nahid Salimi, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Faculty Member, Research Institute of
Women and Family. https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5266-7662

Article Info

Extended Abstract

Date received: 07/07/1402
Date confirmed: 09/06/1404

Resistance,
Moral values,
Family,
Phenomenology,
Modernity.

Over the past century, the family—amid the dynamics of modernity
and the social and ethical transformations brought about by the
expansion of modern demands and possibilities—has encountered
numerous challenges. Indeed, the pervasive adoption of modern
structures has redirected the trajectory of moral values that had long
been institutionalized across societies, placing the family at a
crossroads: either to acquiesce to the prevailing conditions or to resist
global transformations in order to preserve the ethical values historically
transmitted through generations within the familial framework.

At this critical juncture, paying attention to religious thought centered
on the active family offers alternatives and desirable pathways through
the lens of family moral resistance—aimed at overcoming the current
erosion of family ethics and safeguarding moral integrity for future
generations. However, it must be emphasized that "resistance” at the
core of this discourse is a complex and contested concept, not easily
definable. In engaging with it, we confront a dense network of
interrelated concepts and theoretical frameworks. "Resistance”
generates significant ambiguity in both definition and application—not
only because it belongs to the realm of abstract terminology with
limited tangible manifestations, but also because nearly every
intellectual current, paradigm, or even subjective interpretation tends to
project its own objectives onto this term.

Therefore, a precise articulation of the concepts, issues, priorities,
objectives, and actors inherent in the idea of moral resistance must be
formulated. To achieve this, an interpretive approach to the intellectual
field active in this domain is required. Among qualitative research
methodologies, phenomenology, grounded in the interpretive
paradigm, has been identified as the most suitable method for capturing
this conceptual configuration. This is because phenomenology is
concerned with the description of how phenomena appear—that is,
with rendering visible and describing the diverse ways in which a
phenomenon manifests itself to different individuals.
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Ultimately, the outcome of this phenomenological study—conducted through semi-
structured, in-depth interviews with 15 intellectuals and scholars specializing in family
affairs—is presented in the form of descriptive themes, each representing a distinct and
particular understanding of the single phenomenon under investigation. Collectively, these
descriptive themes constitute a comprehensive, multi-dimensional portrayal of the
phenomenon of family resistance. Through this process, a fourfold typology of descriptive
themes was developed, reflecting the varied and subjective conceptualizations of moral
resistance held by Islamic intellectuals in the field of family studies:

First Theme, Resistance Based on the Recognition of the “Coordinates of the
Conflict Arena”:

Resistance is contingent upon a clear understanding of the field in which it unfolds. The
persistence of a threat-laden context emerges as a foundational condition shaping all other
components and descriptive layers of resistance. A lack of awareness regarding the realities
of human existence, coupled with the neglect of conflict as an inherent dimension of the
material world, impedes the precise identification of the nature, power, structure, and
agency of the threatening force. Without such insight, it becomes impossible to determine
the actual needs of the field for the formulation of both theoretical and practical resistance
strategies.

Second Theme: Resistance Based on the Recognition of the “Coordinates of the
Conflict Parties”: The internal horizon—the “coordinates of the conflicting parties”—
reveals that an accurate conceptual framework of resistance requires a clear demarcation
between the agent of transformation (the threat) and the agent of resistance (the
threatened), as the two opposing actors in the conflict. Consequently, any action-oriented,
instrumentally grounded analysis or proposal must be preceded by the identification of the
environment and the key actors within this conceptual network.

Third Theme: Resistance Based on the Recognition of the “Coordinates of
Resistance Itself”:From the perspective of intellectuals in the family domain, engaging
with the transformative dimensions of modernity and the public sphere in which these
transformations occur leads to the structural articulation of a conceptual network of
resistance. Achieving this structure depends on defining new coordinates of resistance—
from theory to practice—based on the insights gathered in the previous layers, including
the precise mapping of the conflict arena, the identities of the conflicting parties, and the
nature of the threat.

Fourth Theme: Resistance Based on the Recognition of “Actions and Instruments”:
Western rationality has strategically employed the interactive relationship among three
elements—theory, practice (action), and instrument—to maximize the expansion of
modern thought. Within this paradigm, the stability and clarity of the theoretical
framework depend on precision and strength in both the domain of action and the tools of
implementation, ensuring the operationalization of ideas and the extension of influence.
The phenomenon of resistance, if it fails to simultaneously engage all three components
and overlooks the mechanisms of translating ideas into practice, will lose its effectiveness,
reach, and constructive capacity.

Ultimately, a unifying cognitive horizon—identified throughout the study under the theme
of "comprehensiveness"—emerges as the most significant common ground between
religious and specialized discourses on resistance in the family domain. This horizon



indicates that resistance within the family sphere is not isolated but unfolds through the
broader recognition and operationalization of resistance within the larger context of
human existence. Given that modernity, operating through the Western civilizational logic
of "totalizing ambition” and "grand-scale expansion” (see Kachouiyan, 1399), has
systematically extended its reach into both public and private spheres, resistance must
necessarily adopt a civilizational reorientation—one that is comprehensive and all-
encompassing. Only through such a holistic approach can the values and functions of
religious and indigenous societies be preserved and sustained.
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1. Humanism.
2. Immanuel Kant.
3. René Descartes.
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1. Renaissance.

2. Moral Relativism.

3. Capitalism.

4. Sexual Revolution.

S. Industrial Revolution.
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1. Saturation.

2. Creswell.

3. Constant Comparison.
4. Referencial Component.

—lallas

L

- w“l |‘ :0
aalgala

VFor Olicus y aylga 0 ylasd @t il 9a Jlew

oF



-

-

W (5553 0 94do

94195 SLaL1agS !y 5

3 (ghias

A Cas glis jloul g3LA 5 9o ()
803955395 5

av

S 0dalie o o AMS 5 aibs 2 (gl e

i 3y e e s 34 Sl Sl (G 5 48 gyl e Y
adb ol b, (Sl e 5 55565 98I ddos skt 4 5 (61503 LB s bl
Db oo 4l

P33 0 Gl paie 98 oo 0313 0L sdody (a5 Sl (£l jaie )3 4 )
Gl juate Coond 3 b oo Sl (53,08 (B b 4 0T (1] Ol 5 elie 105 ol
o) 53 g e ) a5 33 kte 5 S ey e 38l e s DAaD 5 S
o ol Glogd 4 45 HUS S s 45 ol Gl ) o 80 Sy 3 Ll
e Ol [ GBS S s 5 1S 5555 B8l i oo b 0 (shis 5,50 Oler
g asben Bl ol S [oalions 2 ekl ) o 52 akb 1a 550 G Lol e
i s o cogedh 8 53 e 09y Tl Boal (ol 852 (el (G920 paie 5 Sipl
Sl2gmas Sy Jold (pygie) noss Akl pa 1) S oo lane on 51 Ll 5 s ogline
55 (psge) atb 2 o5 b ol 5 (bl juate) das e LS \)ga@T)l:a'-L.“\SQM\
0$LS) 900 33 (?_ﬂjsl ) S9m GH ologed A 55 L Flr) s slasplis
(eT oY ablSan 5 s 15T ) Wl SLSE ol ite 5 Sl oy Jolt oS (a9

C,..:B e :@})3 d}‘ szl:"l‘“’ .

OLISan 5 s ) 151 bl candlian glaalias Joloos 53 o3l ) glais 4 ol b p g slis b L\ JSEo
(CRTTAREA

1. Structural Component.
2. External Horizen.

3. Internal Horizen.

4. Bruce.
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1. Outcome Space.
2. Validity.

3. Bracketing,

4. Sljs, R.
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